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PARTICULARS OF THE CLAIMS 
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OF 
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HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT, 

f 
I 
j IN BEFEBENCE — 

F1B8T, — ^To a Claim for £52,418 12s. 4d., advanced by his ancestor, Sib 

WiLiiiAM Dick, of Braid, N.B., Baronet, to the Gk)vemment of 

Kjnq Ohables the Fibst, and acknowledged by Acts of 

Parliament of the Beign of King Chables the Segoio), to he a 

. - Debt due by the Public ; 

Sbookdlt,— To the re-continuance of a Pension of 2,400 Merks Scots, or 
£132 sterling, per Annum, granted to Sib Andbew Dick, (son of 
Sib William Dick,) and his Posterity, pending the settlement 
of a certain Debt of £5,570, arising out of a Boyal Grant to the 
Eabl of Mobton', which Pension, although paid by the GrOTem- 
ment of Heb fbesent Majesty up to the year 1845, is now, 
ppon application, wholly refused ; 

Thibdly,— To Compensation as Baronet of Nova Scotia : because, upon 
the creation, by Kma Ohables the Fibst, of the Baronetcrjr of 
his ancestor^ Sib William Dick, a Boyal Charter was granted 

I' him, bestowing 16,000 Acres of Land, together with Colonizing 

I Bights, in Nova Scotia^ as an endowment witii the Title, and 

towards the plantation of which Colony Sib William subscribed 

! 3,000 Merks ; 

I 

i 

» with the 

I 

^ FULL HISTORY AND EVIDENCES OF THE CLAIMS 

IN THE THREE CASES. 



BRiaHTON : ' -Ait: 

PBINTED BY FLEET AND SON, HEHALD-OWVIOE. 

i 1864. 
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PARTICULARS 



OP 



THE CLAIMS OF SIR CHARLES DICK 



ON 



HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT. 



Sir Charles Dick, although being most reluctantly 
compelled to solicit the attention of the reader to his 
unparalleled cases, nevertheless is induced to do so in 
consequence of the unjustifiscble treatment which he has 
received at the hands of the present Government respecting 
his claims, which are founded upon Acts of Parliament, 
Charters, Covenants, Grants, &c., passed and granted in fa- 
vour of his ancestor, Sir William Dick, and his descendants. 
Under these circumstances. Sir Charles will narrate the 
particulars of his cases, leaving the reader to decide upon 
the merits of the claims, and, at the same time, consider 
how fibr Sir Charleses wrongs may not possibly become the 
precursor of the infringement, and, ultimately, the annihila- 
tion, of the reader's own constUviional and chartered rights 
and liberties. 

The foundation of the original claim for ^^62,418 12s. 4d. 
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is in the actual advance by Sir William Dick for the service 
of the Government of the following sums of money : — 

" 1st. A bond for 72,728 mks. aubscribed in January, 1639, by 
the EarlB Eothess, WiemB, Lothian, and Dalhousie, tKe Lords 
Lindsey, Tester, Bahnorinock, and Loudon, in which bond they oblige 
themselves, their heirs, &c., to make payment. 

"2nd. A bond for 100,000 mks., in May, 1639, by the Earls 
Bothess, Cassels, Eglinton, Cariiigie, Drumlinrig, Linclsey, Boyd, 
Lothian, and Bahnorinock, the Lairds of Dundas, Keir, Ethemie, 
Moncrief, I^icherton, Cuninghamhead, Blair, and Freeland, which sum 
is for certain of their own a&irs, and obliges them, their heirs, <fec., to 
make payment. 

"3rd. A bond for 110,000 mks., in May, 1639, by the Earls 
Marr, Bothess, Montrose, Cassels, Wigton, Lothian, Wiems, and 
Dalhousie, the Lords Montgomerie, Drumlinrig, Lindsey, Boyd, 
Tester, Loudon, Balmorinock, Cranston, Burleigh, Johnston, and 
Forrester, for which they oblige themselves, their heiiB, &c., to make 
payment. 

"4th, A bond for 10,800 mks., in Oct., 1639, by the Earls 
Marr, Bothess, Montrose, Cassels, Lothian, and Dalhousie, the Lords 
Montgomerie, Loudon, Balmorinock, Citoston, Burleigh, Johnston, 
and Forrester, for which they oblige themselves, their heirs, <&c., to 
make payment. 

"5th. A bond for £12,000, aJso in Oct., 1639. by the Earls 
Bothess, Montrose, Cassels, Lothian, and' Dalhousie, the Lords Mont- 
gomerie, Loudon, Balmorinock, Cranston^ Burleigh, iind Napier, the 
Lairds of Nauehtonshire, Dundas, Innis^ and Murphy,^ granted to 
James Maxwell, of Iimerwick, and assigned to Sir William Dick, in 
which bond they are bound conjointly, but obliged others, with their 
heirs, <&c., to make payment. 

"6th. A bond for 200,000 mks., granted by the Earls Bothess, 
and several other n9blemen and gentlemen, &c., to the number of 86 
persons, which sum, by the Committee of Estates in the year 1645, 
was proportioned among them, viz., Bothess and others were each to 
pay 4,000 mks., seven burgesses among them 5,500, 17 gentlemen 
2,000, other twen^ 500 each, but all of them bound to Sir Willm, 
Dick, with their heirs, ^c. 

"7th. A bond for £11,600, in Aug., 1640, by the Earls 
Montrose, Cassels, Wigton, Lothian, and Drumlinrig, the Lords 
Drummond, Loudon, Tester, and Burleigh, which money was 
advanced to the Commissioners then in London by Sir Willm. Dick's 
factors, but the aforesaid persons to make payment conjointly and 
severally, &c." 



Upon the said Bonds being afterwards put in execution 
for payment, an Act of Parliament was passed for the relief 
of the grantors, declaring the consideration in all the bonds 
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to be a debt due by the pvJbUc, and accordingly absolving the 
individuals. 

Although the Parliament took upon themselves, by the 
said Act, the payment of the aforesaid Bondsi nothing has 
yet been settled. 

An Act of Exchequer, passed on the 9th August, 1641, 
in fevour of those bound to Sir William Dick for 100,000 
merks, ratified and approved. (This money was advanced 
for the King's personal expenses.) 

Sir William Dick having advanced other large sums of 
money to the Government, the Parliament of Scotland ap- 
pealed to the Parliament of England for assistance to enable 
them to repay the same and other claims, when an Act was 
passed for that purpose, viz.. 

An Act, 16th Charles Ist, 1640, for securing public faith, 
recites — ^That .£300,000 has been agreed to be given for the 
relief of our brethren of Scotland ; that ^£^220, 000 remained 
unpaid ; and that the said sum of .^220,000 be paid into 
the Chamber of London for their use as follows : — 

£110,000 on or before the 24th June, 1642. 
•ei 10,000 on or before the 24th June, 1643. 

Out of the first sum. Sir William was assigned efi^40,000, as 
win appear hereafter ; and in consequence of this money not 
having been paid. 

Instructions (dated Edinburgh, July 17, 1643,) were 
given by the Parliament of Scotland to' Mr. Kobert Mel- 
drum to appeal to both Houses of the Parliament of 
England, to urge the payment thereof to Sir William 
DiSs:, agreeably to their paper of the 3rd January, to 
the Earl of Lindsey. 

Mr. Meldrum returned on the 16th August following, 
and produced before the Estates the following answer from 
both Houses of Parliament 

" As for the other particulars, we shall earnestly endeavour, so far 
as our public pressing necessities will give us leave, to make speedy pay- 
ment to Sir William Dick of the remainder of the brotherly assistance 
due in June, 1642." 

By the Chancellor of Scotland's letters to the English 
House of Commons, dated 1st May, 1644, it appears that 
although ^£^40,000 had been assigned to Sir William Dick, 
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for several great sums advanced by him for the Public Ser- 
vice, only £5,600 had been paid on account, leaving a 
balance of <£^34,4jOO, besides interest thereon : — 

"Copia of Scotlaud's Letter to the House of Commons ooncernin/? Sir 
William Dick, Ist May, 1644." 

" Right Honorable, — 

"About a year since, or thereby, we recommended to you to pay 
to Sir William Dick, of Braid, the last forty thousand pounds sterling 
of the Brotherly Assistance, due at Midsummer, 1642, assigned by us 
to the said Sir William, for satisfaction of several great sums advanced 
by him in the publick cause ; whereof (as we are informed) he has 
only received five thousand six himdred pounds, and there rests thirty- 
four thousand four hundred pounds, and has forbom to urge the pay- 
ment thereof hithertiJs in regard of your more pressing affairs. But 
now, as the great prejudice the said Sir William suffers in his affairs by 
yant of this sum has moved him, in his great necessity, to implore our 
intercession with you for his satisfaction, so we, calling to minde the 
seasonable advancement of ^reat sums made by the said Sir William to 
us in time of our troubles, his readiness according to his power in every 
thing to further the public cause, and the great straits we are put to by 
want of these ordinary supplies we did truly receive from him, (and 
which, for want of the moneys aforesaid, he is now disabled to make,) 
do therefore most earnestly recommend the said Sir William and the 
bearer hereof, Robert Inglis, merchant, his Commissioner, requesting 
that the said sum of thirty-four thousand four hundred poimds sterling, 
with interest, since Midsummer, 1642, may be paid (hilsoon possibly 
can be) to the said Sir William or Mr Inglis, in his name, which will be 
most acceptable to the States here and very much oblige 

'* Your assured friends, 

"Loudon. Cancellarius. 
" Edenborough, 1st May, 1644" «< F. P. D. 



By a letter from the Earl of Lindsey to the Commis- 
sioners in London, dated 28th August, 1646, it is stated, 
thai out of the «&34,400 still due to Sir William Dicky 
ri^lO,00() had been appropriated for the suppressing a Bul- 
lion which broke out in Ireland, 

"Copia of a letter from Scotland to their Commissioners at London 
date, 28th Aug., 1646." ' 

" Bight Honorable,— 

" We doubt not but you know how far this Kingdom is engaged 
to Sir William Dick for his advancements in the furtherance of the 
good Cause in its great distress and extremity of danger, whereof we 
all, in honor and x^onsdence, ought to be very sensible and do our best 
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endeavors for his thankful repayment, especially seeing what service he 
did was to the uttermost of his power, and of his own and diildren's 
fortune and credit with his friends in all cheerfulness and honesty of 
heart, tendering nothing so much as the firm peace and lawful liberties 
of the two nations. In December, 1641, he was assigned to the 
Friendly Assistance by England, due the 24th June, 1642, upon a 
further advancement by him to us of ten thousand pounds sterling for 
suppressing the Rebellion of Ireland, whereof the remainder, ^ing 
£34,400 with the interest, was seriouslv recommended, by severu 
letters from the Parliament and from us, formerly to Tour Lordship's 
pains, with both Houses of Parliament, in his behalf, albeit, hitherto to 
no effect, through bygone distractions disappointing >iiTn of our and 
your good intentions towards his credit, now, unto our great grief, in 
much suffering both at home and abroad. Now we conceive tUs tmie 
to be very seasonable for your intercession with Parliament for the said 
Sir William, and we hope that your willingness and diligence may pro- 
cure him payment of his right from us to that sum, with the bygone 
interest, which will much contribute to his relief ana will satisfie yours 
and our desires, as being of a like favorable minde with us to his so 
great sufferings for the publick. Therefore, we do hereby request 
Your Lordships to interpose your intercession with the Parliament for 
his payment of that sum, yea we recommend that business to your 
charge as an article of your instructions, and much concerning the 
relief of the countrey in their great engagements to him, which, of 
necessity, must be paid here if the Brotherly Money be not satisfied 
there conform to his right. In confidence of Your Lordship's love and 
care for the said Sir William, his so great suffering credit by our disap- 
pointments and of your pains and dealing with the Parliament for him, 

" We rest Your Lordships* assured friends, 

"CRAFOORD. UNDSEY. 
"F. P. D." 

On the 9tli May, 1648, an Act of Parliament was 
passed granting ane three yeara tax on the Excise on Wine 
to Sir William Dick. 

By an order of the 11th May it is stated, " That the 
Excise on Wine is set apart to Sir William Dick for three 
years, from the Ist of November following," 

On the 21st November, 1648, the Chancellor of Scot- 
land issued his warrant, in the name of the Estates, to 
the English Parliament, recommending the payment of 
^19,018 12& id. to Sir William Dick, out of the 0^200,000 
provided for the arrears of the Army : — 

*' Copia of Sootlaiid's Letter to the Parliament of England concerning 
Sir William Dick. 

"21st Nov., 1648, 
"Honored Sir, — 

" The sincerity and affection of Sir William Dick (a person who, 
with much cheerfulness, hath laid out his estate for the puhlick good 
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yery laigelj, and hftzaided all his f ortime in maintainance of the Caase) 
and his zealous opposition to the late engagement against England, 
hath moved us at this time to appear in his behalf and to desire in 
most serious manner, that, seeing it hath pleased the Honorable House, 
by their Ordinance of Jan. 13th, 1646, English stile, to appoint him to 
be paid the sum of nineteen thousand eighteen pounds twelve shillings 
fourpenoe sterling, out of the last two hundred thousand pounds^ for 
the airears of our army that was in England. Your Honors, in regard 
of his very extraordinary engagements,— not only for tihis kbigdom but 
also for tike kingdom of England, — ^will now ordain some speedy and 
effectual course to be taken for the payment thereof according unto the 
said Ordinance. We are so confident that Your Honors will have a 
special regard to his constant affection (even in the times of greatest 
defection) and his engagements for both kingdoms, that we will relye 
upon your care to preserve his credit and enable >iiTn to continue his 
service for the good of the pubUque, and your favor and encourage- 
ment to be shewed him herein shall be esteemed as done to 

" Your affectionate friends and servants, 
'^ Signed by warrant and in the name of the Committee of Estates, 

"LOUDON. CANCELLABIUS. 
« Edinburgh, Nov. 21st, 1648. 

" For the Honble. Willm. Lenthall, Esq., 

** Speaker of the Honorable House of Commons of the 

Parliament of England. 

" To be conmiunicated by him to the said House." 



But, notwithstanding the above-mentioned Acts and 
Orders of Parliament, only -£^1,000 appears to have been 
paid on the 6th August, 1653, thereby leaving a very large 
balance still due by the publia 

In consequence, therefore, of the repeated disappoint- 
ments Sir William had experienced in obtaining restitution 
of the money he had advanced on the faith of Government, 
he proceeded to enforce payment of the bonds he held as 
counter security ; but while the law was taking effect, the 
aforesaid bondsmen appealed to the King (ChaHea 2nd) for 
protection, upon which several Acts of Parliament were 
passed to release them, and declaring the said bonds to be a 
debt due by the pubUc^ and thereby cancelled them; while 
eome who had paid a part were reimbursed ivith interest. 

On the 3rd March, 1647, an Act was passed for relief 
of those bound to Sh- William Dick for 200,000 merka 

By an Act of Parliament, concerning Public Debts, 
dated l7th September, 1681, personal protection is granted 
to divers noblemen and others, against any suit for the re- 
covery of the sums due on certain bonds executed by them 
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for money advanced during the late troubles and rebellion, 
His Majesty novr considering that the sums contained in the 
said bonds, granted by the aforesaid persons, were employed 
for the use of the public during the time of the said rebel- 
lion, and in respect the same is a public debt. 

The settlement of the claim is deferred "until the 
next Sessions of Parliament take further order with the 
public debt due to his grandfather, Sir William Dick.'' 



It would b^ easy to show, at greater length than the 
present space, will aflford, the systematic injustice with 
which the claims of Sir Charles have been treated ; suffice it 
to say that himself as well as his late father, Sir Page Dick, 
have repeatedly petitioned without any benefit, and also, 
as he conceives, without meeting with decent attention. But 
no evasion can alter the facts : his ancestor advanced the 
money for the service of the Government of his day, and 
the same has been, by express statute, designated, a "public 
debt/' Sir Charles is the lawful heir of the lender ; the 
Government of the day, it appears to him, is (as a body 
politic) heir to the right and also to the obligations of the 
Government of King Charles. If, therefore. King Charles's 
Government owed this money to Sir William Dick, Queen 
Victoria's Government owes it to Sir Charles : in the mean- 
time, he gets neither principal nor interest, nor promise, nor 
encouragement whatever. If any reader can for a moment 
hesitate to pronounce this a case of unparalleled hardship, 
he has written to small purpose. 

The justice of a claim can, of course, be neither 

increased nor diminished by comparative considerations. 

Nevertheless, he cannot help remarking that, when it is 
considered that had not his ancestor. Sir William Dick, 
been led by his loyalty and patriotic desire for the public 
welfere, both in Church and State, to sacrifice the whole 
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of his large fortune and pofisessionB (no doubt with a firm 
reliance on the faith of Qovemment to repay the amount), 
neither himself nor his posterity would have been driven to 
solicit restitution, but would to this* day be enjoying their 
patrimonial inheritance. 

Sir William Dick was a banker and a merchant, pos- 
sessed the islands of North Bonaldsay and Ormsay, besides 
the Baronies of Braid, North Berwick, Grange, Blackford, 
St. Giles, Leuchie Briggs, Greenbank, and Plewlands, in 
East and Mid-Lothian, and other lands in Kirkcudbright 
and Dumfries. By the best authorities, he was worth two 
hundred thousand pounds sterling. Of all his possessions, 
his lineal heir enjoys the title of Baronet ! m The contrast is 
too painful to be pursued. 

Petitions have been at various times presented by mem- 
bers of the family, 1st. By William, grandson and heir of 
Sir W. Dick, above-mentioned; 2ndly. By his widow, in^ 
1695 ; Srdly. By her son, William Dick, afterwards Deputy-* 
Governor of New York, in 1 707 ; all complaining of the ex- 
treme hardship of their case in having being reduced from 
opulence to distress, in consequence of their ancestor having 
advanced such large sums of money, and likewise of want) • 
of principle in not repaying the sama Unfortunately, these 
petitions did not refer to the various Acts and Authorities 
of Parliament in support of the claim ; but they neverthe- 
less passed through a Committee of the House, and were re- 
commended to the Crown, although nothing further was 
done in the matter. The last petition which Sir Charles's 
father (Sir Page Dick) was able to trace, was one from his 
grandfather, Eobert Dick, which was presented during the 
Administration of Sir Robert Walpole. This appears to 
have been favourably received, and some steps were taken 
in regard to it ; but it fell to the ground at the death of Sir 
Robert. The next heir, father of Sir Page Dick, took no 
part in the matter ; but the course of petitioning was re- 
sumed by Sir Page himself 

Sir Charles begs to observe that, independently of the 
Acts which are referred to in this pamphlet, the justice of 
the claim is fully acknowledged in the fact of certain sums 
(small indeed) having been actually paid. No man, certainly 
no powerful Government, would pay money on account of a 
claim which he or they had any good cause to dispute. 

Although the present English Government have shown 
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such injustice, yet a former foreign Qovernment acted with 
perfect honour and equity, as proved in the case of a 
member of the family who, previous to the Revolution 
which occurred in France at the latter end of the la^t 
century, was induced to lend •^10,000 to the French 
Qovernment, and who, upon the Revolution breaking out, 
gave up his claim as lost ; but so soon as the Revolution had 
passed away, he was prevailed upon by an attached friend 
to apply for his money, which he not only obtained, but the 
interest that had accrued during the interval between the 
first advance of the loan and its repayment* 

It will now be necessary to introduce the subjoined 
Memorial upon which the pension of «£^i32 per annum 
was renewed, and continued to be paid up to the year 
1845 ; and yet Sir Charles was (u^on application in 1855) 
most unjustly refused the recontinuance of the Pension : — 

To the Bight Honorable the Lords CommisBioners of His MsgeBty's 

Treasury. 

The Humble Memorial of Miss Janet and Miss Anne Dick's, Daughters 
of Sir Alexander Dick, Baronet, and Heirs of Line of Sir 
William Dick, of Craighouse, and of Sir William Diok, of 
Craigbouse, hi father, — 

Shbwbth,— , 

That the said Sir William Dick was possessed of a large fortune, 
about the middle of the last century ; and being a man of public spirit, 
he advanced fifty thousand pounds to Government for quelling a 
Rebellion that then broke out in Ireland, for the repayment of which 
sum he received Parliamentary security. The Journals of the House 
of Commons, 28th November, 1648, mention an order to have been 
made for payment of part of the said debt due to Sir William Dick, 
but accorcung to the Memorialists' information a very small part of it 
was paid, not exceeding £1,000. 

That Sir Andrew Dick, the son of the said Sir .William, had the 
misfortune to fall under the displeasure of the Duke of York, by whose 
influence an Act was passed in the Parliament of Scotland voiding and 
rescinding the securities which his &ther. Sir William, had received 
from Parliament at advancing the above £50,000 for the uses of 
Government. 

That William, Earl of Morton, in 1643, obtained a gift from the 
Crown of the Isles of Orkney and Zetland redeemable from him uppn 
the payment of £30,000 sterling, upon which gift he was infeft, by a 
Charter under the Great Seal of Scotland, and the Boyal Grant in his 
favours was ratifyed in the Parliament of Scotland. 

'J hat, upon the security of these Isles, the said Sir William Dick 
and Sir Andrew Dick his son, lent to William Earl of Morton, and to 
Robert Lord Dalkeith his son, the sum of 100,272 merks Soots, or 



Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



12 

£6,670 steriing, for which sum the Earl and his son granted to them a 
subaltern wadset or mortgage npon the above isles, in virtue whereof 
Sir Andrew Diok was infeft in 1647, by Charfcer under the Great Seal 
of Scotland. 

That the Earl of Morton having incurred the displeasure of those 
in power, a suit was commenced against him, before the Loids of 
Session, in name of His Mi^'esiy's Advocate, for voiding and annulling 
the above-mentioned grant of Orkney and Zetland, and in 1669 the 
same was declared void and null hy decree of that Court, upon this 

Sound, that these islands at the time they were granted to the Earl of 
orton were part of the annexed property of the Crown, but of which 
there had not been any previous dissolution in Parliament. 

That the forsaid grant in favour of the Earl of Morton being 
thus set aside, the subaltern wadset or mortgage in favour of Sir 
WiUiam and Sir Andrew Dick shared the same fate, and by the loss 
of the sum first above-mentioned lent to Government, and of the otket 
sum lent to the Earl of Morton, Sir Andrew Dick, and his family, from 
wealth and opulence, were reduced to indigence and miseiy, without 
any fault or imprudence whatever on their part. 

That the imhappy case of Sir Andrew Dick and his family having 
been represented to King Charles the Second, His Majesty, by his 
warrant adressed to the Lords of the Treasury in Scotland, in Novem- 
ber, 1674, authorised their Lordships to pay the sum of 2,400 merks 
Scots, or ;£132 sterling, to Sir Andrew Dick and his children yearly, 
untill such time as His Majesty should take course with the principal 
stmi, and the same warrant was renewed by King James the Seventh. 

(11th July, 1696.) That in July, 1695, a petition was preferred, 
to the Parliament of Scotland, in name of the children of the said Sir 
Andrew Dick, stating their unhappy situation with respect to the two 
debts above-mentioned, and praying for relief. This petition was re- 
ferred to a Committee, who of this date reported it to be their humble 
opinion that the Parliament should recommend the Petitioners' condi- 
tion to His Majesty's grace and favour for continuing the pension of 
£132 sterling in time coming, imtill His Majesty take into considera- 
tion what to do as to the principal sum, and that, in the meantime, for 
their present subsistence and preventing of their great straits, would 
recommend them to the Lords of the Treasuiy, in respect they had got 
nothing of their pension these twenty years bygone. 

(I7th July, ]695.) That the report of the said Committee being 
considered by the Estates of the Parliament of Scotland, they approved 
thereof, and recommended the case of the persons therein-named to 
His Majesty's grace and favour. 

(27th April, 1699. ) That King William, upon considering the 
alx)ve recommendation, issued his warrant to the Lords of the Treasuiy 
in Scotland for payment of the forsaid annuity of £132 sterling to the 
children of Sir Andrew Dick, untill such time as he should take course 
with the principal sum. 

(13th February, 1703.) And Her Majesty Queen Anne was 
pleased to issue her warrant to the same purpose. 

That one half of the said annuity, being £66, was regularly paid 
to Elizabeth Dick, the only child of Sir Andrew Dick by his first 
marriage ; and the otiier half was paid to the grandchildren of Sir 
Andrew Dick during their lives, and J^icholas Dick, grandchild to Sir 
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Andrew, by George his aecond son, having survived all the rest, died 
only in June last. 

That the Memorialists are Heirs-at-Law, in a direct line, to the 
said Sir Aniew Diok, being the only descendants now in life of 
Captain Lewis Dick, his eldest son, and they humbly hope that His 
Majesty will be graciously pleased to consider the great losses which 
they and their predecessors have sustained as above-mentioned, and 
wiU grant to them such relief as to His Majesty, in his great goodness, 
shall appear proper. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, humbly pray your Lord- 
ships to move His Majesty to take the Memorialists' 
case under his consideration; and to give an order to 
the Chief Baron and the other Barons of His 
Majesty's Court of Exchequer in Scotland, to pay 
to the Petitioners during His Majesty's pleasure the 
forsaid annuity of £132 sterling yearly ; or to grant 
them such further relief as to His liajesty, in his 
great goodness, shall seem proper. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER DICK, 

For the Petitioners, my Daughters. 

By the JouiHals of the House of Commons (voL 24, 
page 61 ; 26th January, 1741,) it appears that the^ Islands 
of Orkney and Shetland were separated from the Grown 
and irredeemably vested in the Morton family ; and, although 
the present Earl is in full possession of the lands, yet the 
mortgage money remains unpaid, nor has any settlement 
been attempted^ notwithstanding the Pension was originally 
granted in declared recognition of the mortgage sum of 
e£'6,570, and ^52,418 12s. 4d., respectively, as al^ upon the 
presentation of the foregoing Memorial in the reign of His 
Majesty George III, the Pension was agavrt revived i/n 
further acknowledgment of the said advanceSy and con- 
tinued to be paid by the Government of Her present 
Majesty up to the year 1845. 



Having described the two preceding cases, it only- 
remains to relate the particulars of the Nova Scotia Baronet 
claims, which are the following : — 

NOVA SCOTIA BARONET CLAIMS. 

" A purpose — ^the plantation of New Scotland — ^highly oonoeming 
His Majesty's honour, and the good and credit of this his ancient 
kingdom." — Convention of the ScoUish Estates, Zlst July, 1630. 

'' Persevere for the furtherance of this Boyal work, that it may 
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be brought to a full perfection. Because it Ib to be the foundation of 
so great a work, both for the good of the kingdom in general and for 
the particular interest of every Baronet" — Letter from Ki/ng James I. 
to the Privy OotmcU of Scotland, 23rd March, 1625. 

"A work whereof we recommend the case to you as a matter 
importing specially our honour, and the good of that our ancient king- 
dom." — Letter from Kinig Charles I. to the Prwy Oowficil of ScoUand. 
12th July, 1631. 



COVENANT BETWEEN THE CROWN AND THE 
ORDER OF NOVA SCOTIA BARONETS. 

" The Charters of the Baronets are and shall be valid, sufficient, 
and effectual in all time coming, in all parts thereof, in law against 
King Charles I., his heirs and successors, and against all other persons 
whatsoever, in all His Majesly's Courts, and those of his heirs and 
successors, and in all other places whatsoever, at all times and occasions, 
notwithstanding whatsoever law, custom, practice, ordinance, or con- 
stitution, hitherto made, ordained, and published, or hereafter at 
whatsoever time to be made, ordained, and published, or provided, and 
notwithstanding any other matter, cause, or occasion whatsoever." 

The Baronets of Scotland and Nova Scotia are each privil^ed to 
have 16,000 acres of land in the province of New Scotland, the same 
to be held of the Oown and Eangdom of Scotland, as Free Baronies 
and Begalities. By their Charters the Baronets have also hereditary 
seat and voice in the General Councils and Legislative Assemblies 
of the Province, together with many great and important colonizing 
rights. 



LIST OF CHARTERS, DOCUMENTS, &c., UPON 
WHICH THE CLAIMS OF THE BARONETS TO 
LANDS AND RIGHTS IN NOVA SCOTLAl ARE 
FOUNDED. 

1st. The Charter of James I., 10th September, 1621, annexing 
Nova Scotia to Scotland. 

2nd. Charter of Novodamus, 1624. 

3rd. One hundred and fifty Charters to the different Baronets, 
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gianted from 1626 to 1707| and the infeftmenti taken by many of them 
to their grants of land. 

4th. The Boyal Cotthnission of Charles I. to the Lords of the 
Privy Council of Soothmd, 25tti July, 1625, empowering them to 
complete the creation of one hundred and fifty Baronets, and to confer 
upon each like privileges, grants, immunities, <ko. 

Gth. Two Acts of Parliament made and passed 31st July, 1630. 
and 28th June, 1633, ratifying and oonfirmmg all the rights ana 
privileges of the Baronets then created, or afterwards to be created. 

6th. A Charter of Novodamus by William III., in 1698, to the 
Premier Baronet, thus recognising the validity of his ancestor's 
Charter of 1626. 

7th. Numerous Boyal letters, warrants, and proclamations con- 
nected with the erection of the Baronetage. 

8th. The Treaty of Union, in 1707, which provides that no 
alteration shall be made in the laws which concern the private rights 
then subsisting in any dass of the subjects within Scotland. 

9th. The Treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, and the Treity of Paris, in 
1763, when Nova Scotia was finally restored to Great Britain and the 
rights of the Baronets revived jure posUimimi. 

10th. Various steps and proceedings taken by the Baronets in 
1776, 1777, 1783, and 1836, to keep aHve their rights. 



Sir Charles cannot conclude without most emphatically 
protesting that, although his ancestor, Sir William Dick, 
freely devoted the greater part of his immense wealth in 
support of the Scottish Covenant, Her Majesty, by the 
arbitrary conduct of Her Government, is unwittingly made 
to disregard the solemn covenant whereby she is in con- 
science and honour bound to recognise the Chartered claims 
of Sir Charles ; and the disgraceful tyranny of the Govern- 
ment is not only further displayed in withholding repay- 
ment of the claim of -e52,418 12s. 4d, but also in refiising 
the re-continuance of the Pension ; or, in default of such re- 
continuance, a restitution of the mortgage money originally 
advanced, Hamely, 0^6,570. 

Such are the particulars of claims, collectively unpa- 
ralleled, and such the iniquitous opposition which has been 
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pursued towards Sir Charles in the prosecution of his most •% 
extraordinary and unexceptionable cases^ in spite of all the '" 
evideuises in ample support of his daims ; in the place of 
which he is lefb a yictii|i to injustice^ and his Sovereign and 
his country dishonoured by the despotic and arbitrary usage 
of the Government towards him^ all that now remains to 
him being a bare title, after the noble sacrifice by his 
ancestor of his once-fiplendid fortune and possessions in the 
cause of his Sovereign, his Country, and his Church. 

Sir Charles Dick having been unwillingly forced to 
intrude his three claims upon the notice of the reader, must 
now beg him to draw his own inferences regarding them ; 
at the same time, Sir Charles feels certain that, upon the 
perusal of the foregoing &cts, the reader wiU strongly 
condemn the Mvolous and vexatious means which have 
been resorted to in order to evade his just claims. 

Brighton, 
February, 1864. 



Fleet and Son, Printers, JTera/el-Offioe, Brighton. 
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